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Qualification System for the 2008 Olympic Sailing Competition 
Windsurfing Qualification Events 

 
A submission from the Hong Kong Sailing Federation  

 

Proposal: 
To include in the qualifying system for the 2008 Olympic Games one venue with similar 
conditions to those expected in Qingdao. This would require to be the 2008 World 
Championship for windsurfing event as a contract has already been signed for the 2007 
ISAF Sailing World Championship.  
 

Current Position: 
Qualification for the 2008 Olympic Games is restricted to two major Championships: 
- 2007 ISAF Sailing World Championship (75% of total qualification) 
- 2008 World Championship for each class (remaining 25%) 
 

Reason: 
The 2007 ISAF Sailing World Championship will be held at Cascais where the wind is 
anticipated to be strong.  However, the expected wind conditions at the 2008 Olympic 
Games Sailing venue (Qingdao) will be light.  The diametrically opposite conditions at 
Cascais and Qingdao will interrupt competitor’s preparation for the qualification events and 
Olympic Games: 
 
1. The qualifying conditions in 2007 are likely to be unrepresentative of the conditions at 

Qingdao  in 2008. The 2007 qualifying system is therefore perceived to be unfair to 
countries where the windsurfing competitor’s weight is at the lower end of the scale and 
they cannot be as competitive as heavier windsurfing competitors. This may result in a 
disproportionate number of countries qualifying where the windsurfing competitor’s 
body weight suits heavier winds. 

2. The training preparation for windsurfing competitors will be interrupted as they adjust to 
local wind conditions if both qualifiers are held in strong wind areas rather than having 
the 2008 qualifier at a location where wind conditions more similar to the Olympic 
Event are used for that competition.  

3. This provides all nations with, heavy and light physiques the opportunity to qualify 
under different wind conditions.  

 

 


